The Vatican Administration       $s
social questions, to understand the new Catholicism and
try to guide it in that essential internationalism of its
own creed; and also to try to keep for the Vatican some
kind of individual position, independent of Italy. The
accepted policy of the period of Pius IX, and to a certain
extent right up to the days of the Great War, was to
withdraw from politics and try to reorganise its own
Church organisation throughout the world,
Leo XIII succeeded Pius IX, and chose as Secretary of
State Cardinal Rampolla in 1885, When Italy joined
Germany and Austria in the Triple Alliance, this Cardinal
with Pope Leo made friendly advances to France and
Russia. The Pope also issued a series of encyclicals
concerned with the position of the working man, and bit
by bit began to be looked upon not only as a more or less
Socialist Pope, but also as an enemy of the Triple Alliance,
When the Pope died, Cardinal Rampolla was himself
very nearly elected. He had already obtained no less than
twenty-nine votes and was on the point of getting his
required majority, when the Cardinal Archbishop of
Cracow intervened to point out that Austria would use
its almost obsolete right of veto. The Emperor Francis
Joseph felt that he could not tolerate another Papacy so
much opposed to Austrian influence as had been that of
Leo XIII and his Secretary of State* When Pius X was
elected in Rampolla's stead, he Immediately published a
decree abolishing the privilege of veto.
It is, therefore, to-day non-existent, but one wonders
what will happen at the next election, supposing Signor
Mussolini has his own ideas as to who shall succeed.
The new Pope, Pius X, appointed In 1903 the young
Cardinal Merry del Val, a Spaniard brought up in England,